
Love the custom look but can’t afford the 

price tag?  Fret no more.  We, at 

www.DrapeStudio.com, have some terrific 

ideas to help you create that ―Custom De-

signer‖ look on a ―Store Bought‖ budget. 

 

Battle of the Bands… 
Sewing skill:  Minimal—straight  ma-

chine sewing or hand stitching 

Materials:  your choice of fabric or trim  

Tools: Sewing machine or needle & thread 

(glue gun optional) 

 In this issue, we’re going to 

show you how to transform your ordi-

nary store bought valances or drapery 

panels into show stopping ―One of a 

Kind‖ window treatments using 

BANDING. 

 Banding is used in custom win-

dow treatment design to create a unique 

look for a specific space and to add 

height and  drama.  Banding can totally 

transform the look of a window treat-

ment BUT the look will totally depend 

on the placement and the width of the 

banding.  If done correctly, the impact 

will be FABULOUS! 

 If your working with drapery 

panels, make sure that the banding  

won’t be covered by furniture.  Make 

sure that the pretty details are visible, 

not hidden.  A terrific way to highlight 

the banding even more is to add de-

signer tassel, trim, rope or ribbon at the 

point where the banding meets the main 

drapery fabric. 

Let’s Get Started….. 

Drapery Panels with banding: 

1) determine the placement of your  

Budget Conscious Design 
Ideas...from Store Bought to Custom…….. 
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Above:  Bottom banding on custom valance 

Above:  Contrast fabric on bottom 1/3 of 

custom drapery panels.  Trimmed in de-

signer tassel fringe trim. 

Above:  Contrast fabric on top portion of 

designer panels;   detailed in  designer 

beaded trim.  There is also a 3” banding  

on the bottom portion.   

banding:  top or bottom.  Make 

sure it will be visible for maximum 

WOW factor!   

Check out our Simple Elegance Spring Collection 

 & Design your Valance with a CLICK! 

http://www.drapestudio.com/
http://www.drapestudio.com/
http://www.drapestudio.com/
http://www.drapestudio.com/
http://drapestudio.com/SimpleEleganceFabricCollection.aspx


At Drape Studio, we are passionate about our work and committed to 

providing you, our customers, with superior service.  From beautiful drapes 

and valances to charming accent pillows, we’ll help you create  the designer 

room of your dreams, without the designer price tag.   

We look forward to meeting you, whether it be in person or on-line, and  

assisting you with your next project. 

With Warmest Regards, Drape Studio 

Snoqualmie, WA 

DRA PESTUDIO.COM 

the banding on the bottom 

OR leaving the top intact if 

your banding will become 

the top of the new panel. 

6) Pin & sew the banding fab-

ric to the main drapery fab-

ric  & press. 

7) Embellish further where the 

new seams meet with de-

signer trim, if you prefer.   

   

Valances with Banding: 

1) Purchase a valance that will 

be used as your main val-

ance. 

2) Purchase a second valance 

in a contrasting or coordi-

nating fabric which will be 

used as your banding. 

3) Determine the width of 

your banding. Double this 

number to allow you to fold 

the fabric in half.   

4) Follow steps 6—8 de-

scribed in the drapery panel 

banding section. 

2) Determine the width of 

your banding.  The rule of 

thumb is 1/3 height of the 

drapery panels.  This does 

not mean that you can’t 

make your banding wider 

or narrower.  See what 

looks best in your space.  

You may only need a 6‖ 

banding at the top or bot-

tom to make a HUGE IM-

PACT! 

3) Shopping list: 2 drapery 

panels  to be used as the 

main portion of the new 

drapery panels and 2 drap-

ery panels  in a contrasting 

fabric or pattern that will be 

used as your banding.  

NOTE:  make sure all pan-

els are the same width! 

4) Measure the height of your 

window and determine the 

placement of your drapery 

panels.  You will now be 

able to decide how wide 

you should make your 

banding based on the height 

you want to achieve.  Re-

member, HEIGHT is 

DRAMA! 

5) Take your contrasting fab-

ric and measure the width 

of your desired banding. 

Cut the fabric making sure 

that you leave the bottom 

hem intact if you’re placing 

Banding Materials: 

 You can create a unique 

treatment using several other 

techniques: 

1) Ribbon– sew or hot glue 

fabric ribbon to the  top or 

bottom of your drapery 

panels/valance. It’s a good 

idea to allow 1-2‖  of the 

main fabric to show below 

or above the ribbon.  Try 

putting 2 to 3 bands on the 

drapery panels allowing a 1

-2‖ space between the rib-

bons. 

2) Rope, Fringe & other 

Decorative Trim - use the 

same attachment techniques 

as above. 

We, at DrapeStudio.com , hope 

this article will inspire you and 

help you create some of your 

own ―Custom‖ like window 

treatments.  Email us at 

style@DrapeStudio.com with 

your window treatment design 

questions and ideas.  Visit our 

website www.DrapeStudio.com 

for more window treatment de-

sign ideas. 

By:  Erika B. Moorman,  

Owner,  Drape Studio 

Battle of the Bands…continued 

Phone: 425-770-1749 

E-mail: info@DrapeStudio.com 

Custom and Semi-Custom 
Draperies 

Weõre on the web 

Www.DrapeStudio.com 
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